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conference, J. R. MacDonald, who had been a party to it, character-
istically replied that it was a compromise. He urged his critics to ““ be
very careful to remember the date on which it was passed.”

Across the ruins of the International came the voice of Karl
Liebknecht, demanding on the floor of the Prussian Landtag the
democratisation of the franchise and of foreign policy.

“ Democratic control by the people would have prevented the War.
- « . Away with the hypocrisy of civil peace !| On with the international

class struggle for the emancipation of the working class and against
the War ! ”

His words thrilled round the world, evoking the heartbeat of a
multitude. Brave Karl Liebknecht |

Already on December 2nd, 1914, he had voted against the War
Credits in the German Reichstag. No British Socialist was ready to
follow his example. On March 1oth, 1915, Liebknecht repeated his
negative, We learnt with joy that on March 18th several thousand
women, who had organised secretly with this intent, had appeared
before the Reichstag, shouting for peace. Karl Liebknecht from a
window in the Reichstag had addressed them. As punishment he was
ordered to the Front—to his death his friends feared. He had been
joined by Ledebour, Ruhle, Mehring, Clara Zetkin and Rosa Luxemburg
in a manifesto calling for an immediate peace, without annexations,
which would secure political and economic independence to every
nation, disarmament, and the compulsory arbitration of international
disputes. At Christmas Liebknecht had conveyed a message to the
LL.P. in London appealing for a new Socialist International.

In March a conference of Socialist women, summoned by Clara
Zetkin, the International Secretary of the Women’s Socialist Organ-
1sation, and one of the leaders of the German Social Democratic Party,
met secretly in Berne. It was attended by delegates from both factions
of warring nations, who met in their old fraternity, to utter a call for
the speedy ending of the War, and a peace which should impose no
humiliating condition on any nation. Unheralded and unchronicled,
little was heard of the event. Women Socialists of all countries had
overcome the nationalist hysteria of war time, which held the male
leaders of the International in its grip. Clara had planned this confer-
ence with Rosa Luxemburg. They intended to go together across the
frontiers to visit the Socialists of the other nations. Then Rosa was
arrested. Clara saw her in prison, then went to Holland, but was unable
to pass the Belgian frontier. She sent couriers to Huysmans but he
did not reply. Soon Clara was herself in prison for four months ; she
was ill when she came out, but she persevered with the conference.
The Social Democratic leaders declared it an offence against the discip-
line of the Party and forbade their members to distribute the conference
manifestoes.

Amongst women of another milieu a movement for peace was also
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germinant. At Christmas Emily Hobhouse, Helen Bright Clark,
Margaret Clark Gillett, Sophia and Lily Sturge, Isabella Ford, Lady
Barlow and Lady Courtney of Penwith had addressed a letter to the
women of Germany and Austria, urging them to join in calling for a
truce. Through Jus Suffragii, the organ of the International Womc;:r.l s
Suffrage Alliance, whose editor, Miss Sheepshanks, bravely upheld its
internationalism, despite very great discouragement from the majority
of the British Suffrage Societies, a response was received from prominent
n and Austrian women. !

GCII;;I.aAletta Jacobs and other Dutch Suffragists now issued an appeal
for a women’s international congress at The Hague, to urge the belligerent
governments to call a truce to define their peace terms ; and to demand
the submission of international disptgtes to arbitration ; the dcchratm
control of foreign policy ; that no territory should be transferred w1th0utf
the consent of its population ; the political enfranchisement of women ;
and the inclusion of women delegates in the conference of Powers which
would follow the War. The conference was to cost £1,000 ; the Dutch
Suffragists offered a third of the sum ; the German Suﬂ"raglsts; responded
with a further third. The National Union of Women’s Suffrage
Societies under Mrs. Fawcett, which represented British women in the
International Suffrage Alliance, repudiated the Congn-:s;% ; but a group
of seceders from that organisation met with other women’s organisations,
including our Federation, in conference at the Caxton Hall to answer
the invitation from Holland. The delegates were enthusiastic. More
than 200 of us volunteered to go to The Hague. .

The Congress now began to receive tremendous publicity. The
Press condemned it ; prominent women assailed it. We who had agreed
to go were execrated. Mrs. Fawcett declared that to talk ‘?f peace
while the German armies were in France and Belgium was “ akin to
treason.”” Mrs. Cecil Chapman, President of the III\Tc“_r Constitutional
Society for Women'’s Suffrage, considered the time ‘* painfully inoppor-
tune ”’ for members of the belligerent nations to confer. The W.S.P.U,,
which had been hors de combat and existing on occasional speeches by
Christabel and Mrs. Pankhurst, now burst into life to oppose the
Congress. The Suffragette reappeared on April 16th, 1915, afte:f eight
months’ suspension, declaring in its leading article that it was a * thou-
sand times more ” the duty of militant Suffragettes to fight the Kaiser
for the sake of liberty, than it had been to fight anti-Suffrage Govern-
ments. Nina Boyle, in the Women’s Freedom League organ, The Vote,
attacked Fus Suffragii for becoming ‘‘ the mouthpiece c’)f the pro-
moters of the Conference, and protested that the Women’s .FreFdom
League ““ refused to ask for more legislation—even Fct;?rrn legislation—
until women could help to control and administer it.” She marvelled
that there should be Suffragists * who imagine it possible for them . . .
to be an international power, and set in motion reforms vaster and more
quixotic than any body of men with franchise, representatives, and
Cabinet Ministers in their pocket, would venture to attack at the present

moment.”




